Phosphatidylserine-mediated delivery of cholesterol to macrophages: a novel experimental method for the generation of foam cells.
P388D1 macrophages were incubated for 24 h with cholesterol-phosphatidylserine liposomes (50 micrograms cholesterol/ml) and the content of cellular cholesteryl esters increased to approx. 200 micrograms/mg cell protein. Similar results were not observed with cholesterol-phosphatidylcholine liposomes. These results demonstrate that specific phospholipid-cholesterol liposomes can be utilized for the experimental production of macrophage cholesterol-rich foam cells.